VFW Post 4669
Meeting Minutes
27 SEP 2022
Members in Attendance
Roll Call of Officers:

Commander - Frank Tuss
Sr. Vice Commander - Dennis Burns
Jr. Vice Commander - Bob Trujillo (absent)
Quartermaster - Ed Van Vleet 
Chaplain - Jim Porter (absent)
1st Trustee -  Terry Giles
2nd Trustee - Phil Lutz
3rd Year Trustee - Jim Yeagley III (absent)
Adjutant - Shannon Wilson
Service Officer - Jim Porter (absent)
Other Members Present:

Don Scott
Trish Vigil
Russ Jacques
1.  Prior to the start of the meeting, Mr. Gonzales gave a presentation on financing homes for veterans and looking for support of this project. His phone number is (414) 477-5001.

2.  Meeting was called to order at 7:25 pm by Post Commander. Opening prayer was given by Acting Post Chaplain Terry Giles. The Pledge of Allegiance was given by members. Roll call of post officers was completed. All were present except the Jr. Vice Commander, Chaplain/Service Officer and 3rd Year Trustee.  Post Commander reported had been several membership applications brought in over the summer. New Life Member Trish Vigil introduced herself. She is a 20 year Air Force veteran who just moved into the area from Texas. Another new member, Terry Tobiness (Tobi), was going to attend the meeting but was sick Dennis reported. She is an LPN who recently retired from the VA Clinic, and is an Army veteran. New member William Ditto, Vietnam veteran, was signed up as a new Life Member, during the 'Show N' Shine' event this August.
3.  Meeting minutes:  Minutes of 24 MAY 2022 were read by Post Sr. Vice Commander. The Quartermaster mentioned that the Black Eagle Times was available to look at, there were copies on the bar. No other discussion. Russ Jacques made a motion to approve the minutes as read, Terry Giles seconded. Minutes were approved.
4.  VFW National Convention:  Dennis Burns told about the trip to Kansas City. Some things were pretty expensive, but the trip was well worth it. Very good speakers for the most part. Discussed some of the resolutions.

5.  Quartermaster Report: 
Finance report approved.  

6.  Retirement of Russ Jacques' Post 5590 Cap:  Commander presented Russ with his new Post 4669 cap. Russ was proud of his old cap and being a Past Commander, but was very happy to be associated with our post now.
7.  A Prayer for the National Children's Home was given by the Acting Post Chaplain. A collection of $29.00 was given by the members present.

8.  Service Officer Report:  Post Member Don Scott reported that he just had surgery on his back from wounds in Vietnam. He has problems with pain. He has better control of his leg and can stand and walk easier. Commander said he was glad Don was back.
9.  Communications:  Post Commander received a letter from Department dated August 8th to congratulate for reaching 100% membership. He found out at the District 2 meeting on September 17th in Lewistown that our post reach 100% first in the state, and the only one so far to reach 100%. 

Our post received a Certificate of Appreciation for participating in the Wreaths Across America event on July 24th, from the Daughters of the American Revolution local chapter. 
OLD BUSINESS
10.  Jim Porter has arranged possible dates next week for the students at Belt High School to give their speeches for the Voice of Democracy contest. He wants Wednesday, Thursday or Friday, and to let him know when a group can come out. Presentation time would be at 8 am on the selected day. Jim will go out there, Shannon will also. Wednesday was selected. Dennis said he will be going also. Trish said she may be able to go. Terry Giles asked if the kids get the guidelines for the contest. Commander said the Belt teacher lets the kids know everything at stake...cash prizes, scholarships.  Our post will also submit an application for Karl Koontz, the Belt teacher, for VFW Teacher of the Year. Shannon will work with Jim and Annie Porter on the application for this.
NEW BUSINESS

11. Post Roster:  We would like to get everyone's phone numbers on our post roster. When it gets passed around the table, check and see if yours needs to be added. 

12.  Camp LeJeune Lawsuits:  Don Scott learned that if you were at Camp LeJeune for at least 30 days (from 1953 to 1987), you should NOT file a claim if you are receiving disability from the VA. The government will take your VA benefits away for the amount you are awarded. This is outlined in the latest VFW magazine. Don said he had signed up for this, so he has to contact the lawyers to get him off the lawsuit. If you aren't getting disability, it is not problem, join the lawsuit. 
13.  Central Montana Veterans Home Petition:  Dennis Burns has been doing a lot of work on the petition. Can others help with the petition? Several members took sheets to get signatures. 
14. Closing Prayer was done by Acting Post Chaplain. Commander closed the meeting at 8:25 pm. The next meeting will be 25 OCT 2022. 
.
Respectfully submitted on 25 OCT 2022.
Shannon Wilson
Post Adjutant
