VFW Post 4669
Meeting Minutes
24 MAY 2022
Members in Attendance
Roll Call of Officers:

Commander - Frank Tuss
Sr. Vice Commander - Dennis Burns
Jr. Vice Commander - Bob Trujillo
Quartermaster - Ed Van Vleet 
Chaplain - Jim Porter
1st Trustee -  Frank Morazan (absent)
2nd Trustee - Terry Giles
3rd Year Trustee - Jeremiah Scott
Adjutant - Shannon Wilson
Service Officer - Jim Porter
Other Members Present:

Phil Lutz
Jim Yeagley

Russ Jacques
1.  Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Post Commander. Opening prayer was given by Post Chaplain Jim Porter. The Pledge of Allegiance was given by members. Roll call of post officers was completed. All were present except the 1st Year Trustee.  Post Commander reported there was one individual who left his name and email address and wanted to join (Douglas Sletty), he will contact him by email. Jim Porter said he would take an application to him if Commander didn't have time.
2.  Meeting minutes: Minutes of 26 APR 2022 were read by Post Adjutant. The Quartermaster asked if the BBQ was held, and the Commander said it was cancelled due to the weather. We would try to reschedule. No other discussion. Jim Porter made a motion to approve the minutes as read, Dennis Burns seconded. Minutes were approved.
3.  Quartermaster Report: 
Jim Porter made a motion to approve the finance report as read, Dennis Burns seconded. Finance report approved.

4.  Service Officer Report:  Jim Porter asked that we keep the eighteen families in your prayers after the school shooting in Texas. A sympathy card has been sent to the former National Commander's widow.
5.   A Prayer for the National Children's Home was given by the Post Chaplain. A collection of $21.00 was given by the members present.

6.  Communications:  VFW MT District 2 Commander Loren Drivdahl sent congratulations on reaching 100% membership. This gives District 2 100% membership, the only district in Montana to do this. The Great Falls Community Food Bank sent a letter thanking our post for our food drive we held at Smith's Food Market. We raised $343 and 276 pounds of food. We also received a thank you letter from veteran Jean Setter for the flowers we sent on her 100th birthday. 
OLD BUSINESS
7.  Cookies and coffee are available at the VA Clinic again. For years we have been doing this, and Dennis Burns got it going again after relaxation of protocols at the clinic. Commander approved purchase of cookies for $28.40 out of the Poppy Fund. Next month, Dennis will see if the DAV will contribute as we have shared with them in the past. Terry Giles asked if there was a sign noting who provided the cookies. Dennis said there was, but not now. There will be one put up.
8. Flowers for veteran Jean Setter on her 100th birthday: Motion made by Commander to reimburse Adjutant for the flowers, which were $85.00. Dennis Burns seconded. Motion passed.
9.  Highland Cemetery:  Jim Porter asked if our post would be interested in taking over handling flags at the cemetery. The cemetery does not want to do it. The funds would be transferred to our post, to a subaccount. There is about $2700 in the account and three or four sets of flags. Jim has not spoke with the Jr. ROTC yet. He thought if our post took it over, we would know if a flag is needed. Commander talked about previous meeting held in the spring over the business end of the project. Jim still doesn't know whether they are still registered with the MT Secretary of State. Dan McLaughlin (from DA Davidson) got the original tax ID number. Bob said a lawyer files the paperwork every year. Commander not sure if we should take on responsibility. Until everything is determined, we need to pass the Commander said.

NEW BUSINESS

10. Black Eagle 4th of July Parade:  We always put something in. Applications are with the Community Center. It will start at 5 pm. Commander will have a car, and Jim Porter will have his side-by-side there. No other ideas were put forward.
11.  Black Eagle Times:  Commander asked Adjutant to check with the BE Times about submitting an article about what the post is doing, for example the food drive, the Voice of Democracy and Patriot's Pen contests in Belt, etc. Submit pictures with article and let folks know that we have a website. Get in touch with Sarah Peck or Linda Tonkovich, it goes out four times a year.

12. Thank You Messages:  Commander asked Adjutant to order some thank you cards with VFW logo. Adjutant also had a thank you letter to the manager of Smith's Market to sign for allowing us to have food drive at their store. 
13.  VA Clinic Check-in:  Dennis Burns reported that starting in June, they will eliminate all the kiosks and people will check in by using your phone. You will text a number or scan a QR code to check in. Commander made a comment that he thought it would be hard for some to do. If you need to make an appointment, you can still go to the counter and talk with clerks.
14.  Expenses for Dennis Burns to Travel to National Convention:  Once he goes down and has expenses in order, we will reimburse him. He will be reimbursed right away, and expenses will be reported at the September meeting. His plane ticket, registration and hotel are paid for by the Department. The only things he needs to cover are meals and additional items as he needs.
15. Buddy Poppy Drive:  Memorial Day, Dennis will have everything there on Monday, May 30th, at the Westside Ace Hardware. Function at the Veterans Memorial will be at 2 pm, so some members will be there. Shannon will carry our VFW flag if she can arrange with the Memorial.

16. VFW Department Convention:  Jim Porter is going to convention, the Department pays his mileage, so he'd like to be reimbursed for registration. Commander doesn't know yet if he will go. Adjutant will be going.
17.  Department put on their Facebook page that an Army veteran's ashes would be  intermed at the Fort Harrison cemetery on April 28th, and he would have no family present. They asked for veterans to attend service if possible. Adjutant was in Helena, so she attended. We have an article on our website about it.
18. Website: It has been updated with post history.

19.  Tank Discussion:  a new tank would replace vehicle that is on the pad outside. Maybe we could keep both? Maybe the first vehicle could go to Shelby.
20. New caps:  Motion made to buy Russ Jacques a cap with 4669 on it. A hat size 7 1/4, with Legacy Life Member patch.

21.  National Programs Report, 1 MAY 21 to 30 APR 22: Adjutant read off all activities the post has done over the past year listed on the report. Additional items were noted by members and added to the report. Quartermaster received report to file with the Department with other reports he had to file.
22.  Election of Post Officers for 2022 - 2023: 


Post Commander


Frank Tuss


Post Sr. Vice Commander

Dennis Burns


Post  Jr. Vice Commander

Bob Trujillo


Post Quartermaster       

Ed Van Vleet

Post Chaplin



Jim Porter


1 Year Trustee



Terry Giles


2 Year Trustee



Phil Lutz


3 Year Trustee



Jim Yeagley

Appointees:


Post Adjutant



Shannon Wilson


Post Service Officer


Jim Porter
Adjutant made a motion to elect the nominated personnel by Acclamation, since there were no contested races. Bob Trujillo seconded the motion. Motion was passed and the nominees were elected or appointed to their posts for the coming season. 
21. Closing Prayer was done by Post Chaplain. Commander closed the meeting at 8:15 pm. The next meeting will be 27 SEP 2022. 
.
Respectfully submitted on 27 SEP 2022.
Shannon Wilson
Post Adjutant
