VFW Post 4669
Meeting Minutes
28 DEC 2021
Members in Attendance
Roll Call of Officers:

Commander - Frank Tuss
Sr. Vice Commander - Dennis Burns
Jr. Vice Commander - Bob Trujillo
Quartermaster - Ed Van Vleet  (absent)
Chaplain - Jim Porter (absent)
1st Trustee -  Frank Morazan (absent)
2nd Trustee - Terry Giles
3rd Year Trustee - Jeremiah Scott (absent)
Adjutant - Shannon Wilson
Service Officer - Jim Porter (absent)
Other Members Present:

Russ Jacques
Phil Lutz
Jim Yeagley

1.  Meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm by Post Commander. Opening prayer was given by the Acting Chaplain Russ Jacques. The Pledge of Allegiance was given by members. Roll call of post officers was completed. All were present except the Quartermaster, Chaplain/Service Officer and the 1st and 3rd Year Trustees. Post Commander reported he had a new application and DD214 (USAF) for membership from George Pampas, received check for initiation. 
2.  Meeting minutes of 23 NOV 2021 were read by Post Adjutant. Russ Jacques made a motion to approve the minutes as read, Dennis Burns seconded. No discussion. Minutes were approved.
3.  Quartermaster Report: 
Numbers reported from the last meeting since the Quartermaster was not in attendance.  
Terry Giles asked a question about the PO Box for the post, and if we need it. Post Commander said we needed it as an official post address. Financial Report: Motion to Accept made by Bob Trujillo, seconded by Dennis Burns, approved by membership.

4.  Service Officer Report:  Barney Cooper, Navy veteran, American Legion Post 3 Past Commander, suffered the loss of his home during the Gibson Flats fire recently. He didn't have insurance. The Mennonites cleared his land.  Post Commander had brief meeting with a few others, donated $200 from the post to Barney's Go Fund Me account. Post Commander asked for challenges to give. Barney's Go Fund Me account ended up being just over $13,000. 

Dennis Burns reported that Jeremiah Scott was still sick with COVID, had been sick for over three weeks. Dennis brought him some Ensure since he's lost a lot of weight, and the Post sent him and his wife a special Christmas card. Dennis also reported that Jacob Lietz, who had previously had COVID, was continuing to get better. 

5.  A Prayer for the National Children's Home was given by the Acting Chaplain. A collection of $19.00 was given by the members present.
OLD BUSINESS

6.  Issue of a holiday party:  Bob Trujillo made a motion to table since the issue of weather getting bad and COVID brought up by Russ Jacques. Terry Giles seconded. Terry also talked to a lady about playing for a dance. She will not be considered. Russ said we should look at a get together in the spring, an annual event possibly. A BBQ would be good the Commander said. Early to mid May seemed to be the best option as discussed. May meeting is the 24th, maybe the weekend before or after. Russ made the motion to consider a BBQ on Armed Forces Day, May 20th, Friday night would be good (it is actually on May 21st, Saturday). Dennis Burns seconded it. Motion passed. 
NEW BUSINESS

7. Social Media Report: We boosted an ad on Facebook to advertise the petition signing we had at the 10th Ave. South Ace Hardware. The ad was to run for three days before the event. It took 24 hours for Facebook to approve the ad, and after they finally approved it and it started to run, they took it back down after about six hours. There was $15.00 budgeted for the ad run, and only $3.08 was spent since the time was shortened. The reason it was rejected was for political reasons: there was mention of the petition and the Montana Legislature. Future ads will not contain anything political, just promote the post and their events. Further action could be done to do political ads, but the consensus was not to do this. 

For the shortened run, we reached 255 people, 69% were women, 31% men. Greatest age range for both were the 35 to 44 years old demographic. The boost area was Great Falls +50 miles diameter. We remain at 29 'Likes', 29 'Follows.'

Dennis Burns mentioned he has had problems with this before, doing petitions at different places and political overtones.

8.  Dennis Burns said American Legion Post 3 helped greatly with getting signatures on the petitions, we need to get them a nice card and thank them. Post Adjutant will send the card. The number of signatures will be reported to them also. Vets For Vets need a card also, give it to Dennis and he will deliver it. Terry Giles suggested we contact other central Montana posts. Commander will send a letter to post commanders and some petitions to posts in District 2. Bob Trujillo suggested a challenge to other posts.
9.  Meat Raffle:  Amounts sent in or to be sent in for the raffle tickets are as follows:

$ 600.00

$ 1,220.00

$ 1,250.00

$ 270.00

$ 1,280.00

$ 920.00

$ 910.00

$ 70.00

Total:  $ 6,520.00

Tickets will be drawn on Saturday, January 29th. District 2 Midwinter Meeting will be held at Post 1087 then also, starting at 9 am. They are asking for as many post members to attend as possible. 

With the meat raffle and petition, the Commander said we are doing great. The post's share of raffle tickets to date is $1,304.00.

10. Terry Giles asked if we have the VFW Post 4669 sign illuminated. He would like to see it if it isn't. Terry made a motion to put a quality post sign on the other side of the building, illuminated also. Commander said we do have a big post sign in the window.  Bob Trujillo proposed a 30 x 50 screen on both sides of the building that we could advertise and collect revenue. It could cost $5,000, but then we could control and collect revenue off of it. Commander reminded us that we are guests here, we can't go bigger than what the Black Eagle Community Center has. We would have to go to their Board of Directors for approval of adding signage. We could do rope lights, there is electricity up on the roof. Bob's idea should be brought to the Board also, along with what exactly what we want to do. 
11. Russ Jacques was looking for 100 stickers he ordered from the VFW Store and was wondering if they showed up at the post PO Box. Nothing was known.

12.  Post Chaplain gave the closing prayer. Post Commander closed the meeting at 8:05 pm. The next meeting will be held 25 January 2022 at 7 pm at the center.
Respectfully submitted on 25 January 2022.
Shannon Wilson
Post Adjutant
