VFW Post 4669
Meeting Minutes
26 OCT 2021
Members in Attendance
Commander - Frank Tuss
Sr. Vice Commander - Dennis Burns
Jr. Vice Commander - Bob Trujillo
Quartermaster - Ed Van Vleet 
Chaplain - Jim Porter
1st Trustee -  Frank Morazan
2nd Trustee - Terry Giles
3rd Year Trustee - Jeremiah Scott (absent)
Adjutant - Shannon Wilson
Service Officer - Jim Porter
Russ Jacques
Phil Lutz

1.  Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Post Commander. Opening prayer was given by the Post Chaplain. The Pledge of Allegiance was given by members. Roll call of post officers was completed. All were present except the 3rd Year Trustee.

2.  Meeting minutes of 28 SEP 2021 were read by Post Adjutant. Jim Porter made a motion to approve the minutes, Dennis Burns seconded. No discussion. Post Commander asked that we review old business and new business items as the meeting progresses.
3.  Quartermaster Report:   
Financial Report: Motion to Accept made, Seconded and approved by membership.

4.  Service Officer Report: It was reported that member Jacob Lietz has COVID-19 and is home with his illness. He reports he is starting to get better.

5.  A Prayer for the National Children's Home was given by the Post Chaplain. A collection of $22.00 was given. Between the meeting of 28 SEP 21 and this meeting, a total of $42.00 was collected for the Quartermaster to deposit.

OLD BUSINESS

6.  The Commander looked into the possibility of putting a ceiling on the patio. He talked with five or six people with different suggestions, most said it would bring the ceiling down, why spend the money. So he is discussing design. He is checking with a company for a hood which is needed, needs to be designed. Registered electrician needs to be brought in for adding lighting to move wiring. For plywood (4' x 8') needed for ceiling: 30 sheets on one side, 30 sheets on the other, for 60 total at $28 a sheet. 1,920 square feet of plywood needed. Frank said it would be a big expense. Jim said we need to start charging for patio use if we expend all this money. Frank is usually the one who cleans it up after use. Russ suggested putting up lattice instead of plywood, but it would be tough to clean. Phil motioned we should not do anything. Frank M. suggested to postpone for one year. Commander said the more we put in there, the more maintenance will be needed. Motion was made by Jim to table discussion on the project until a further date. Bob seconded the motion, with the additional comments that it will take some money to do this, and we do work with another entity, but it will show we have pride in our home. The Commander reminded us of all the money that has been invested into the BECC, they appreciate us (they just don't tell us). Motion made by Jim was approved by membership.

7.  Flag pole at the VA Clinic: the Commander gave them the numbers on cost. Dennis said he heard the VA won't allow it, the VA will put flags inside.

NEW BUSINESS
8. The Patriot's Pen (middle school) and Voice of Democracy (high school) competition was held in Belt on 6 OCT 21 at 8:00 am. The Commander, Dennis, Jim and Bob attended. Voice of Democracy winners:

1st Place:   Jon Highfill
2nd Place:  Ahmia Lords
3rd Place:   Molly Osterman

Handicapped certificate:  David Wall

The winners receive prize money and certificates. Patriot's Pen: 1st $100, 2nd $75, 3rd $50. Voice of Democracy: 1st $200, 2nd $175, 3rd $125.  
Patriot's Pen Essays were graded by Dennis, Terry, Bob and Shannon. The Commander said nobody got the same results, so he would take them home and add up the scores, winners to be announced at next meeting. 
Dennis said everyone at the competition got a flag pin made by him.

9.  MT Department Meat Raffle: Dennis reported we have sold 465 tickets to date, and have made $930.00 for the post because of this. We have 107 tickets left.

10. Social Media Report: Facebook page is up and live. Bob is also an admin and Frank M. has been invited to be an admin. There have been four 'Likes' so far, so we need to share. Bob suggested we should save up ad credits for pushing the Veteran's Home in ads.
11.  Jim reported that tomorrow night there will be a reorganizational meeting of the Veterans Council, all veteran's organizations around town have been invited. Joe Fletcher and Jim get together before the Memorial Day Ceremony at Highland Cemetery a couple of times. The more people we have the more ideas we will get. It will be at 6:30 pm at Post 1087.
12. Dennis reported we will have a Buddy Poppy fundraiser at the Westside Albertsons 6 NOV 21, starting at 10:00 am, ending at 5:00 pm. We will also have meat raffle tickets there. Dennis will only be there for approximately the first and last hour. We need people to help out. (Date originally reported to be 9 NOV 21, was changed to the nearest Saturday date).

13.  Jim talked about Legacy Life Memberships. You can purchase a Legacy Life membership for a deceased VFW member also. The post gets $18 kickback a year for every Gold Legacy member, every year the post is in existence. The State gets $18, National gets $18 every year in the name of the member. We have four Gold Legacy members in this post now. Terry said we need to put the Legacy plaques for Legacy members somewhere where people can see them.
14.  Terry talked to the lady he knows that does artwork. Sherie Nelson (406-750-0478) does murals downtown. She will fix the artwork on the podium at Highland Cemetery in the summer, when it is warmer.

15. Quartermaster requested a new membership list for the post. Shannon said she could get the list downloaded from the VFW website, and would bring copies to the next meeting.
16. Jim motioned that Shannon get reimbursed for ink for printing post business items, it was seconded and approved by membership.

18.  Post Chaplain gave the closing prayer. Post Commander closed the meeting at 8:05 pm. The next meeting will be held 23 November 2021 at 7 pm at the center.
Respectfully submitted on 23 November 2021.
Shannon Wilson
Post Adjutant
