VFW Post 4669
Meeting Minutes
26 APR 2022
Members in Attendance
Roll Call of Officers:

Commander - Frank Tuss
Sr. Vice Commander - Dennis Burns (excused)
Jr. Vice Commander - Bob Trujillo
Quartermaster - Ed Van Vleet 
Chaplain - Jim Porter (excused)
1st Trustee -  Frank Morazan (absent)
2nd Trustee - Terry Giles
3rd Year Trustee - Jeremiah Scott (absent)
Adjutant - Shannon Wilson
Service Officer - Jim Porter (excused)
Other Members Present:

Phil Lutz
Jim Yeagley
1.  Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by Post Commander. Opening prayer was given by the Acting Post Chaplain Terry Giles. The Pledge of Allegiance was given by members. Roll call of post officers was completed. All were present except the Sr. Vice Commander, Chaplin/Service Officer, and the 1st and 3rd Year Trustees.  Post Commander reported there were no new membership applications. 
2. Investigative Committee Report:  Post Adjutant reported on the visit to the Montana State Capitol on Thursday, March 24th, to the State Administration and Veterans' Affairs Interim Committee hearing. Commander Frank Tuss, Sr. Vice Commander Dennis Burns and Post Adjutant Shannon Wilson each testified to the committee on getting funding for updating the Montana Veterans Long Term Care Needs Study for feasibility of a new veterans home in central Montana. Roger Hagen, for the American Legion, gave an introduction to the committee.  Among others present to testify were the DAV Department Commander Ken Weinheimer and Great Falls City Commissioner Joe McKenney. The Committee acted favorably to the testimony presented. Text from the letters sent to Senators Tester and Daines, Rep. Rosendale and Governor Gianforte was sent to the Committee electronically through the state's portal for public comment.
3.  Meeting minutes: Minutes of 22 MAR 2022 were read by Post Adjutant. Bob Trujillo made a motion to approve the minutes as read, Phil Lutz seconded. No discussion. Minutes were approved.
4.  Quartermaster Report: 
Financial report accepted.
5.  A Prayer for the National Children's Home was given by the Acting Post Chaplain. A collection of $19.00 was given by the members present.

6.  Communications:  Quartermaster reported that we received a thank you note from Jean Setter for the flowers sent on her 100th birthday. 
OLD BUSINESS
7.  Quartermaster reported that the state convention delegate fee is due, which is $40. We get three delegates, based on how many members we have. Shannon will be going, others will be too. Bob motioned that up to six people be sponsored for their registration. It was decided to table the discussion until the next meeting to get a better idea of who will be going. 

8.  Election of Officers:  Reporting form has been received, and needs to be filled out. Nominations in April, election in May, posted with the Department  by June. Post Adjutant will submit the form.

9. District 2 Spring Meeting:  Held in Havre at the Elks Club. Commander Tuss, Dennis and Shannon went. All officers of District 2 were installed for another year by acclamation. Presentation for Jim Porter for Department Chaplin was given by Shannon. She connected with Department VMS Chairman Marty Havrilla so we can let him know our post activities (Activity Reports). Items would include the cemetery, Jim Y. is on Shelby flag committee, help veterans.
NEW BUSINESS

10.  Nomination of Post Officers for 2022 - 2023: 


Post Commander


Frank Tuss


Post Sr. Vice Commander

Dennis Burns


Post  Jr. Vice Commander

Bob Trujillo


Post Quartermaster       

Ed Van Vleet

Post Chaplin



Jim Porter


1 Year Trustee



Terry Giles


2 Year Trustee



Phil Lutz


3 Year Trustee



Jim Yeagley

Appointees:


Post Adjutant



Shannon Wilson


Post Service Officer


Jim Porter
Commander asked for any more nominations, then made a motion for nominations to be accepted. Motion approved.

11.  National Convention:  Dennis Burns has received word that he will be going to the National Convention in Kansas City, but the Department is only covering so much of the expenses. When Dennis called down there to check hotel prices, he was told it was about  $800 (actual is $879 for four nights with 18.25% tax included) for his stay, and he will have only $500 given for expenses and he has to pick up the rest. Overall comments were to give Dennis more money to help with expenses. Bob motioned to help with travel expenses for $800 minimum. Amended by Phil that over that will be reimbursed.
Jim Yeagley seconded the motion. The convention will be held July 16th to the 21st. Motion accepted.

12.  Procurement of a Tank for Post:  Commander talked with post member Dennis Mora, who is a top enlisted official with the National Guard. He said they have a group of tanks in Helena they use for target practice. He will check on one that isn't too bad and try to get it up here.

13.  VFW Day of Service, May 7th:  Dennis Burns and Shannon Wilson have been bouncing ideas around for what to do. They thought the easiest thing to do would be a food drive for the Great Falls Community Food Bank. Shannon talked with Director Shaun Tatarka and he said they could deliver barrels for us, and pick them up, but not on a Saturday. So we are considering doing it in front of Super 1 Food Store on May 6th (Friday). Dennis has been in contact with them, and should hear back soon. We still have some time to approach other sites if needed. We will need a few volunteers, will call folks after date is set, from 9 am to 3 pm.

14.  Post Website:  Post Adjutant went to set up a website for the post and discovered the hosting fee has almost doubled from the quote she gave at prior meeting. The cost went from $96 a year to $180 a year. Jim Yeagley, who offered to pay for the website the first year, was okay with the price increase and wanted to move forward with the site. Post members approved moving forward and thanked Jim for his generous donation for the first year.

15.  WWI and WWII Rolls in the Hallway Cases:  Terry wants to fix names in the cases where letters have fallen from names. Jim Y. would like to help also since his wife's family member is listed. Shannon offered to help find correct letters. Terry knows a cabinet maker that can make other cases. We can put veterans info and pictures on website also.

16.  Buddy Check:  Terry would like to get the officers to split up the members list and have us call all members to do a buddy check. Shannon will bring members lists to the next meeting for consideration of this proposal.

17.   BBQ on Friday, May 20th:  3 pm start. Folks will be notified by postcard, along with meeting notice on May 24th for elections. Family also invited to the BBQ. Shannon will coordinate with Ed to send out postcard by May 10th.
18.  Post Chaplain gave the closing prayer. Post Commander closed the meeting at 8:05 pm. The next meeting will be held 24 May 2022 at 7 pm at the center.
Respectfully submitted on 24 May 2022.
Shannon Wilson
Post Adjutant
