VFW Post 4669

Meeting Minutes

25 May 2021

1.  Prior to opening the meeting, new post officers were sworn in by VFW National Council Member Jack Hawley. Installed were:

Post Commander - Frank Tuss

Post Sr. Vice Commander - Dennis Burns

Post Jr. Vice Commander - Bob Trujillo

Quartermaster - Ed Van Vleet

Post Chaplain - Jim Porter

Post Adjutant - Shannon Wilson

Post Service Officer - Jim Porter

New officers not present or excused:

1 Year Trustee - Frank Morazan

2 Year Trustee - Terry Giles

3 year Trustee - Jeremiah Scott

2.  Meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm by Post Commander. Opening prayer was given by the Post Chaplain. The Pledge of Allegiance was given by members. Roll call of post officers was completed. All were present except the 1, 2 and 3 Year Trustees.
3.  Post Quartermaster reported receiving a couple of membership applications. New Life Member Jacob Lietz was present and told members a little about himself. It was mentioned he had quite the DD214, very impressive service. Another new member, Matthew Wade, is a transfer and was not present for this meeting. Erwin Hahn is a new Life Member also, and was not present for this meeting. He and Jacob Lietz are listed on the VFW OMS system, but Matthew Wade is not yet.
4.  Report of the Investigation Committee (Post Sr. Vice Commander Dennis Burns) - Still working on getting signage up for the VA Clinic. Caitlyn from Senator Tester's office said Dennis would hear back from Jim Wingerter, MDOT Director for the Great Falls District. Dennis started two years ago on this project, working with personnel at Fort Harrison also. He reported that this was the farthest we had gotten. They got the authorizations for the signs finally in April. Post Commander reported about working toward permits from the state, the county, etc., but Dennis never gave up. 
5.  Minutes from the 27 April 2021 meeting were read. Comments were made on the minutes by National Council Member Hawley. He asked if those going to the state convention were registered yet. No rooms are available in the area now. The national convention is on, it was moved from Baltimore to Kansas City. It is being held 31 July to 3 August. They want folks to arrive by the 30th. Not a lot of hoopla, mostly just business this time. Everyone is invited. 
Meeting minutes were accepted.
6. Report of Receipt of Bills:

Bills submitted.
Voice of Democracy - 1st Place. Larsa, $200; 2nd Place, Shannon,  $175; 3rd Place, another girl, $125. A plaque was presented to a young lady with Downs Syndrome, who got up and did a fine job.

Patriot's Pen - 1st Place, Paulson, $100; 2nd Place, Corbit, $75; 3rd Place, another girl, $50. Another prize of $20 also. 

7.  The Financial Report was read. Financial Report accepted.

8. Report from Post Service Officer: No people known to need help presently. Two more diseases, if approved, will be added to the Agent Orange list, one of which is high blood pressure. There are 17 diseases already on the list.

9. Donations collected for the National Children's Home. Post Chaplain gave a prayer for the children, families and staff of the home.
10.  On Sunday, 30 May 2021, a car show will be held at the center, stop by with your cap and help with poppy sales if you can. On Monday, 31 May 2021, Memorial Day, the post will be at the westside Ace Hardware at 8:00 am. The new table cover will be used. The table will be set up inside the door. Sign up to help with poppy sales sometime during the day.

11.   Post Adjutant was loaned a cap from the post until one comes in for her.

12.   Cascade County Veterans Council will be putting on the annual Memorial Day ceremony on 31 May by the cannon at Highland Cemetery at 10:30 am. Planned to be present are the Marine Corps League, Great Falls High School. Air Force personnel will be bringing folding chairs, putting flags at headstones.
There will be a ceremony at 2 pm on 31 May at the Veterans Memorial. They are very anxious to show off the new bell. The old bell was donated to the Veterans Memorial, then was borrowed by the National Guard. They decided to keep it (it was a fireman's bell). So the Memorial Board decided to buy another bell.

Post Chaplain Jim Porter will be doing the Invocation at Highland Cemetery, and the Benediction at the Veterans Memorial. 

13.  Appreciation was given to National Council Member Jack Hawley for swearing in the new officers for 2021-2022.

14.  Trustees Report was due on 31 March 2021, however no Trustees were at this meeting. Temporary Trustees were selected to sign the report.
15.  The post needs to order a couple more flags. Motion made for Post Quartermaster to purchase heavy duty polyester flags, seconded and passed by members. The desired flags last a long time and are double-stitched. Several layers of Scotchguard is added to protect them. WD40 was also suggested for coating the flags.

16.  Post Commander closed the meeting at 7:45 pm. The next meeting will be held 28 September at 7 pm at the center.

Respectfully submitted on 28 September 2021.
Shannon Wilson

Post Adjutant
