VFW Post 4669
Meeting Minutes
25 JAN 2022
Members in Attendance
Roll Call of Officers:

Commander - Frank Tuss
Sr. Vice Commander - Dennis Burns
Jr. Vice Commander - Bob Trujillo (absent)
Quartermaster - Ed Van Vleet 
Chaplain - Jim Porter
1st Trustee -  Frank Morazan (absent)
2nd Trustee - Terry Giles (absent)
3rd Year Trustee - Jeremiah Scott (absent)
Adjutant - Shannon Wilson
Service Officer - Jim Porter
Other Members Present:

Russ Jacques
Phil Lutz
Jim Yeagley

1.  Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Post Commander. Opening prayer was given by the Post Chaplain. The Pledge of Allegiance was given by members. Roll call of post officers was completed. All were present except the Jr. Vice Commander and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Year Trustees. Post Commander reported he had a member transfer from Matt Wade. He is from Post 1087, he is showing up on our post roll now. We have 64 members now. There are a few members who have passed that need to be purged from the list. We are at 100%. A new post roll list will be printed for the next meeting.  
2.  Meeting minutes: Minutes of 28 DEC 2021 were read by Post Adjutant. Russ Jacques made a motion to approve the minutes as read, Jim Porter. No discussion. Minutes were approved.
Quartermaster asked about stickers ordered by Russ Jacques showed up, if they showed up at the post office box. Quartermaster said they had not.
3.  Quartermaster Report: 
New Life Member Added:  George Prappas
4. Service Officer Report:  Terry Giles wife is in the hospital. Jeremiah Scott has recovered from COVID, he received a card from the Department, our post also sent him a Christmas card. 
Russ Jacques brought up a veteran that was down on his luck and needed help. He was wondering about procedure to help out. Post Commander said they need a DD214, then a member of this post makes a motion to help the veteran, either pay his rent or utilities, etc. Giving people cash is discouraged, we'd rather pay the bill directly. The officers can meet on the issue, then bring it up at the meeting that they took action. Post Commander brought up a person staying at the Extended Stay hotel with his wife and small child, wanting to get to Denver, needed cash to hit the road. Commander asked him if we could fill his gas tank up and the veteran said a church already did that. Post members were reluctant to give cash. Jim Porter said cash  goes to nefarious items sometimes, Dennis Burns agreed. Commander said he would call him and offer groceries or something, that we just don't give cash. Russ Jacques told of a veteran that approached Post 5590, and tried to get money, he also approached other posts in town. He did this going town to town. It didn't work here though as they had contacted each other. Post Commander told of a fund he had when he was at the Sheriff's office, told churches to send folks to him so he could check them out for car registration, insurance, etc. He didn't have many customers. The program ran well when he was there. Jim Porter told of VFW member that would show up at convention, bum meals off members there and sleep in his car. Department told him this would not happen anymore. 

Jim Porter brought up that veterans or family that are ill can get a card from the Department.
5.  A Prayer for the National Children's Home was given by the Post Chaplain. A collection of $22.00 was given by the members present.
6.  Communications:  Letter from Tim Peters about the Mid-Winter Meeting. No Patriots Pen Banquet will be held. Our post will make presentations in May. Meeting at Post 1087 on 29 JAN 2022, Saturday at 9 pm. Procedures on newly revised Roberts Rules to be covered.

Letter received from a lady at a post by Glacier Park, wanting to know if the men here were interested in joining their Ladies Auxiliary. Russ Jacques looked into this at one time. Doesn't think a VFW member can be a member of both (unless they are married to a veteran). They also need so many people to open an auxiliary. More information will be asked about this at the Mid-Winter meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

7.  New Post Sign:  Bob Trujillo made a motion to investigate putting up a 30' x 50' sign, which would need to be brought up to the BECC Board of Directors. Due to COVID, there was no meeting for the month, so it never got done. 

NEW BUSINESS

8. Social Media Report: We boosted an ad on Facebook to advertise the National Crisis Line. We started the ad on 3 JAN 22 and ended on 10 JAN 22 (7 days). It reached 1,273 people, and the post was shared 26 times. There were 80 people that engaged with the post and it had 55 'Likes.' There was $20.00 spent for the ad. We went from 29 people following us to 49 people following us after the ad ran. Post Commander asked if we could run an ad for the BECC, we could find a event to boost. Maybe boost bowling or something, and tie it to this being our home. 
9. Dennis Burns did a taped 30 minute interview with KGPR today for ON POINT: VETERANS TALK RADIO. He talked about DAV and also trying to get a veterans home in central Montana. It will air on February 8th. We will post an ad on our Facebook page and boost it to promote it. 

10. Post Commander wanted to make it clear we make 20% off of the gaming machines at BECC. That equates to about $6,000 a year. He said we are pretty flush with money since we don't spend much. If anyone knows of anyone needing help, give him a call. Don't be scared to ask.

11. Russ Jacques passed out the new VFW stickers he ordered and shared them with members at the meeting. Russ said it was his donation to the post. He was thanked by all present.
12.  Post Chaplain gave the closing prayer. Post Commander closed the meeting at 8:05 pm. The next meeting will be held 22 February 2022 at 7 pm at the center.
Respectfully submitted on 22 February 2022.
Shannon Wilson
Post Adjutant
