VFW Post 4669
Meeting Minutes
22 MAR 2022
Members in Attendance
Roll Call of Officers:

Commander - Frank Tuss
Sr. Vice Commander - Dennis Burns
Jr. Vice Commander - Bob Trujillo
Quartermaster - Ed Van Vleet 
Chaplain - Jim Porter
1st Trustee -  Frank Morazan (absent)
2nd Trustee - Terry Giles
3rd Year Trustee - Jeremiah Scott (absent)
Adjutant - Shannon Wilson
Service Officer - Jim Porter
Other Members Present:

Phil Lutz
Jim Yeagley

1.  Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by Post Commander. Opening prayer was given by the Post Chaplain. The Pledge of Allegiance was given by members. Roll call of post officers was completed. All were present except the 1st and 3rd Year Trustees.  Post Commander reported there were no new membership applications. 
2.  Meeting minutes: Minutes of 22 FEB 2022 were read by Post Adjutant. Jim Porter made a motion to approve the minutes as read, Dennis Burns seconded. No discussion. Minutes were approved.
3.  Quartermaster Report: 
Dennis Burns moved to accept the Financial Report, Bob Trujillo seconded the motion.

4.  Service Officer Report:  Jim Porter reported that there are no reports of anyone in distress that he knows of. He mentioned an article in the VFW magazine that mentioned two or three officers had gotten their POW/MIA medals, but an E-6 hadn't received his yet. Jim thinks he will get his medal eventually since all circumstances weren't known. 
Jim has been talking with veterans when he works as a volunteer at the South Tower of Benefis, about filing for compensation since they have medical problems. He has helped a post member get benefits, and has offered to go to the DAV office with anyone needing help.
5.  A Prayer for the National Children's Home was given by the Post Chaplain. A collection of $20.00 was given by the members present.

6.  Communications:  Spring District 2 meeting to be held in Havre on April 9th. Registration is from 8 to 10 am. Lunch is $15 if you stay for it. If anyone want to go, Jim Porter will be in the BECC parking lot at 6 am that morning.  Post pays mileage to the District meeting.
OLD BUSINESS
7.  Trustee Audit Reports: Quartermaster has three reports that need to be signed, anyone in the post to cover for two absent trustees.
NEW BUSINESS

8.  Central Montana Veterans Home Petitions: Dennis Burns has packets with 2300 signatures. He sent out two packets for Senator Tester's offices (here and DC), two packets for Senator Daines' offices (here and DC), one packet to Rep. Rosendale's DC office, and one packet to Governor Gianforte's office. Dennis also enclosed his business card and flag pins. Rio from Tester's office will keep Dennis up to date. Dennis also talked with Tester's office in DC for about 30 minutes and they said they are going to do everything they can to get the funding for the veterans home. 
This coming Thursday (March 24th) at the State Administration and Veterans' Affairs Interim Committee hearing, we will get an opportunity to testify on getting funding for updating the Montana Veterans Long Term Care Needs Study for feasibility of a new veterans home in central Montana. It is in Room 102 of the State Capitol, actual start will be about 3:30 pm. The Commander, Dennis and Shannon will be going.
9.  Procurement of a Tank for Post:  About 20 years ago, the Post wanted to get a tank. Frank poured a slab, made a sign. There was a tank that ran in Havre but they had no way of bringing it down. Frank said they had a tank driver and could drive it down, but they wouldn't go for it. Dennis will keep it in discussions with officials he deals with for the veterans home. Rio at Tester's office will look into it.
10.  Cascade County Veterans Council:  Jim Porter got in touch with Fred, the flagpole repairman in Helena. Fred has worked on these types of poles before. He said to take eagle off the top and put a ball back on there, that way a nest can't be built on the eagle. Also, the flag has been pulled too tight to the top. The estimate for repair is $800. Waiting for Joe Fletcher to see what kind of fundraiser will be planned, he wants to be and has been the Chairman of the Veterans Council. Typically only one meeting a year, two weeks before Memorial Day. Dana Darko and Herb Gilmore will be doing some repairs to the flagpole. Dennis reminded everyone the ball on the flagpole is called a truck. 
Recent meeting on February 24th at BECC about flags up at the cemetery showed the cemetery folks were all in. Commander noted that the Veterans Council doesn't appear to do anything, Jim is doing it all.  Questions about bylaws, state registration. Nobody knows who is on the council. Jim wants to call a meeting and have elections. Jim has bank account for "Raise the Flag for the Holidays." Jim thinks he has an EIN from the IRS for this. Terry Giles suggested our post take this on as a project, Commander want to know more before considering this: who is involved, bylaws, EIN.
11.  Social Media Report:  Post Adjutant boosted the Barney Cooper Dinner for $18.00, which expended the budget for social media boosting on Facebook. About 1200 people looked at the post. We have spent a total of $100.19 on social media boosting, $0.19 over budget. Post Adjutant asked for new budget. Bob made a motion to renew budget for $100.00, he has seen tremendous growth on our Facebook page. Terry amended the motion to have budget at $100.19, Bob seconded the motion. 

Post Adjutant suggested having a website for our post. We could put meeting minutes on the website as well as requirements to join the VFW. It would cost be $114 a year ($96 for website and $18 for domain name). The domain 'vfwpost4669.org' is available. We could help keep members informed of what is happening with the post. Jim doesn't think meeting minutes on website good. Amended meeting minutes could be done (no financials). Election of officers, you can call anytime. Jim Y. offered to pay for the first year if the post decides to do this. Post voted to accept the offer. 

12.  Electronic Sign:    Commander checked on the sign, but $6000 seems out of the question. Terry suggested maybe a fundraiser. Jim said a programmable sign would be great for the manager of BECC. Commander will check back and see if they still has the drawings.

13.  For the Goodness of the Order:  Dennis reported about the inaugural VFW Day of Service on May 7th. This is what the VFW is about, and it would be good for us to participate. Commander said Mrs. Miller organizes cleanup and trash pickup in Black Eagle, she has a hard time getting people, but that is their deal. Terry wondered about special mailing for Black Eagle. Shannon suggested maybe Meal on Wheels delivery, she is still thinking about projects that could be done. 

Jean Setter, Army nurse during WWII and Korean Wars, is turning 100 years old. She is in the Grandview, and has no relatives nearby, only one niece in Australia. We were going to plan a small birthday party, but she decided it would be too much for her. She would like flowers though. Jim made a motion to send flowers for birthday for $100 limit, Bob seconded the motion. 

BECC will put on a 4th of July parade this year. Frank will put in a car with VFW Post 4669 on it. If anyone else wants to be in, get an application at the bar and submit it.  
14.  Post Chaplain gave the closing prayer. Post Commander closed the meeting at 8:15 pm. The next meeting will be held 26 April 2022 at 7 pm at the center.
Respectfully submitted on 26 April 2022.
Shannon Wilson
Post Adjutant
