VFW Post 4669
Meeting Minutes
22 FEB 2022
Members in Attendance
Roll Call of Officers:

Commander - Frank Tuss
Sr. Vice Commander - Dennis Burns
Jr. Vice Commander - Bob Trujillo
Quartermaster - Ed Van Vleet 
Chaplain - Jim Porter
1st Trustee -  Frank Morazan (absent)
2nd Trustee - Terry Giles
3rd Year Trustee - Jeremiah Scott (absent)
Adjutant - Shannon Wilson
Service Officer - Jim Porter
Other Members Present:

Russ Jacques
Phil Lutz
Jim Yeagley

1.  Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Post Commander. Opening prayer was given by the Post Chaplain. The Pledge of Allegiance was given by members. Roll call of post officers was completed. All were present except the 1st and 3rd Year Trustees.  Post Commander reported there were no new membership applications. Blank applications were given to Bob Trujillo. New roster list was given to Post Commander, Sr. Vice Commander and Quartermaster. Deceased members David Hollingsworth, Rickey Linafelter, John Nerud, Donald Richards and Chauncey Robinson were removed. Roster is up to date.  
2.  Meeting minutes: Minutes of 25 JAN 2022 were read by Post Adjutant. Jim Porter made a motion to approve the minutes as read, Bob Trujillo seconded. No discussion. Minutes were approved.
3.  Quartermaster Report: 
Financial report accepted.
4. Service Officer Report:  Jim reported that Ed Viig's wife Paulette passed away (Columbus, VFW Post 4762), and a card was sent from the Department. Post Commander reported that the family at the Extended Stay that needed money had already checked out and left. 
5.  A Prayer for the National Children's Home was given by the Post Chaplain. A collection of $26.00 was given by the members present.

6.  Communications:  No communications noted.
OLD BUSINESS

7.  New Post Sign:  Post Commander said he was looking at putting a sign in the blank window with red tint right off the patio in the front. Bob Trujillo asked what the Black Eagle Community Center Board said, and Post Commander said they are thinking about it. He said it will probably happen. Board needs a copy of what we want for a sign. Discussion about a more modern sign Bob proposed died off because they said the center had a sign already. Jim Porter asked if the Board would go for a programmable sign that had both Black Eagle Community Center and VFW Post 4669 on the sign. They might the Post Commander said, they had gotten bids for signs like that before for around $6000 though. Turned down due to lack of funds. Post commander will go back to Board and ask if they want to do a joint effort and go back to the design put up by the Hill Brothers. Jim and Bob would like to see it programmable. How much are we willing to spend? Bob said he would contact Hannah Electronics since he knows him for an opinion.
8. As asked by the Post Commander, Jim ordered a 5' x 8' polyester flag from the VFW Store, total cost was about $56. Commander motioned and Bob seconded for Jim to be reimbursed when he presents the receipt. Motion passed.

9. Post Adjutant submitted receipts for ink cartridges, postcard labels, three cards (two for thank you, AL Post 3 and Vets4Vets, and one for Christmas, Jeremiah Scott). Commander motioned for reimbursement and Dennis seconded. Motion passed.

10. In the 28 DEC 2021 meeting minutes, Russ discussed having a BBQ on May 20th, Armed Forces Day. Actually Armed Forces Day is Saturday, May 21st. It was decided after discussion that the BBQ should be held Friday, May 20th. This will be a post party, and invitations will be sent to everybody in the post. A reminder will be sent April 27th. "Post Appreciation BBQ - Armed Forces Day."

NEW BUSINESS

11. Black Eagle Community Center Calendar: They had mistakenly put our post meetings as the third Tuesday throughout the year in there calendar, which cause a disruption in this evening's meeting. Fortunately, the wedding party in the big room said we could use it and they moved to the bar. Post Adjutant corrected the center's calendar for the year.  
12.  Social Media Report:  Post Adjutant reported spending $59.11 on four ads on Facebook over the last 30 days. Total spent for 90 days is $82.19. The Superbowl Party ads (3) for the center was $29.11. The ad promoting Dennis being on KGPR Vet's Program was $30.00. The last 30 days, we reached 4,913 people with the ads, 796 engaged with the ads. There were 30 new page likes. There are 77 people that follow our page now. Bob mentioned, as an administrator on the page, he sees how well it is doing and commented is doing well for our post. Will check with manager Greg for events to promote for the center.
13.  Meeting for the Cascade County Veterans Council: Jim reported there would be a meeting at the center on Thursday, February 24th. Jim contacted all stakeholders including senators' offices. Should have a fundraising dinner, maybe a spaghetti or chili feed. This would be for maintenance on the flagpoles at Highland Cemetery, and other maintenance there. It is run on donations.

14.  Fundraising Dinner for Barney Cooper: American Legion Post 3 is having a dinner for Barney on Sunday, February 27th, at 5:00 to 6:30 pm. at the Elks Club. The AL Auxiliary is providing the dinner. All proceeds will go to fund. Post Commander asked if we want to give another donation. It was decided to give another $200 donation, and members from our post would show up for the dinner. We will boost a post for the dinner also.
15. Update on Central Montana Veterans Home Efforts:  Dennis said we have well over 2000 signatures. He would get with Wally at the Vets4Vets and he has gotten with Mayor Bob Kelly and a few generals. Dennis talked with Tester's office, they want two copies of petitions. Dennis will also get two copies for Daines' office.
16. Update on VFW Mid-Winter Meeting:  Frank T., Dennis and Jim attended. The attendance was one of the best they had. A lot of good information was given. The Spring District 2 Meeting will be in Havre, state convention is in Billings. Winners from the meat raffle were Kevin Miller and a lady named Bettis, they bought from our post. Dennis was recognized at the meeting for selling more than $6000 worth of tickets. They may take Dennis to the national convention in Kansas City for doing such a good job.

17. Dennis will be selling raffle tickets for the DAV soon, it will be taking up a lot of his time. It is the DAV's 100th Anniversary the first part of June.
18. Happy Hour Discount: Bob brought up wanting our discount during Happy Hour at the bar. After short discussion, the discussion was ended with no change. As usual, just mention to the bartender you are a veteran and you will get 50 cents off your drink, except during Happy Hour.
20. It was mentioned we should do membership drive on Facebook. Post Adjutant mentioned we have been doing that with our ads. It is tough to get people involved. More ads could be done. Russ said he found people would join the westside post and only wanted their membership to enhance their resumes.
21. For the Good of the Order:  Dennis read a poem by Barry Dardus (a pilot in MANG) called "What a Beautiful Evening."

22.  Post Chaplain gave the closing prayer. Post Commander closed the meeting at 8:30 pm. The next meeting will be held 22 March 2022 at 7 pm at the center.
Respectfully submitted on 22 March 2022.
Shannon Wilson
Post Adjutant
